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(Celina Banka and an employee selling Easter pisanki eggs for the A.P.A.A. at her restaurant in St. Clair Shores) 

 

 
In this newsletter.... 

-Upcoming A.P.A.A. activities 
-Recent A.P.A.A. activity 
-Donors óthank-youô list 
-List of items needed 
-Gift Shop hours 

 

In this life we cannot do great things. We can only do small things with great love.  
-Mother Theresa 

 

 



The generosity and kindness of your financial support has enabled us to ship parcels to orphanages and social 

service centers in Poland.  We thank you on behalf of the children. 

 

Carolyn Cieslak   Canton, GA. 

Marguerite Humes  Eastpointe, MI. 

Wanda Jaskula   Detroit, MI. 

Rose Kudla   Imlay City, MI. 

Kent Lewandowski  Oakland, CA. 

Irene Lisiecki, -trust  Warren, MI. 

Jerrold Marsh, Atty.  St. Clair Shores, MI. 

Theresa Matthews  Crossville, TN. 

Jeannette Ozias  Clinton Township, MI. 

Mary Ann Potasnik  Eastpointe, MI. 

Diane Schaller   Marysville, MI. 

Carol Schultz   Burbank, CA. 

Dolores Schultz  Shelby Township, MI. 

Laurie Schultz   Utica, MI. 

Stephanie Simpson, Atty. Northridge CA. 

Thomas Sosnowski, CPA Pontiac, MI. 

John Staskovitch  Roscoe, PA. 

Paul Szabo   Grosse Pointe Woods, MI. 

Lorraine Wolanski  St. Clair Shores, MI. 
 

 

 

ñWhere there is charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance.ò                  
                                                      ~St. Francis of Assisi 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Media  Supporters... 
The volunteers at the A.P.A.A. appreciate the support and 

assistance of many others in the community that help in 

many different ways: 

 

-The Polish Times (Polski Czas) includes brief A.P.A.A. 

articles sometimes in their newspaper. 

 

-The Tygodnik Polski (The Polish Weekly) also includes 

A.P.A.A. news and notes sometimes in their newspaper 

 

-ñTelewizjaDetroit.comò is a local Polish internet site 

reporting on local Polonia news. During the recent Our 

Lady of Czestochowa festival, the A.P.A.A. was 

interviewed and the video was posted on their web site. 

 

-Past A.P.A.A. supporter Ania Cebula has posted a link to 

the A.P.A.A. on her new travel-geography web site:   

  www. geographer.pl  

Prayers list... 
Please pray for the family of Robert Giannini.

 In addition to recent flood victims in Poland, 

Arkansas, and Tennessee, please keep in your prayers 

the members and volunteers of the A.P.A.A.. 

Most of the necessary current A.P.A.A. 

weekly volunteers are also trying to manage a myriad 

of health problems, family illnesses, or other personal 

responsibilities.  The well-being of these volunteers is 

critical to the continued efforts of the A.P.A.A. 

Please keep us in your prayers. 

 

Newsletter-Membership? 

If you have not already sent in your $5 

membership dues, please do so.  The membership 

dues includes the cost of printing and sending the 

A.P.A.A. newsletter on a quarterly basis 

Sto Lat!! -   Happy Birthday recently to Alex 

Krinos, Leonard Motyka, and Fred Schultz! 



Recent A.P.A.A. Activity 
Easter Cards.  Last winter, the A.P.A.A. volunteers sent 

over 100 boxes to orphanages and social service centers in 

Poland.  During this past Easter we continued to receive 

many thoughtful, and thankful Easter cards from some of 

these organizations in Poland, many of which are beautiful 

and hand-made. 

 

Storage. Packed boxes of supplies are currently being 

transported on a regular basis to Our Lady Queen of 

Apostles Church in Hamtramck where there are currently 

approx. 150 boxes in storage.  Please contact the A.P.A.A. 

if you can assist in transportation of boxes, or storage 

closer to the A.P.A.A. office in Eastpointe. 

 

Holy Thursday Pilgrimage.  On April 1
st
, the A.P.A.A. 

again conducted the annual Holy Thursday Pilgrimage to 

óPoletownô churches of Hamtramck and Detroit.  76 

people attended via bus or by car to the Mass, dinner, and 

pilgrimage. this year. Thank you to all that attended and to 

all the churches that welcomed us:  St. Hyacinth, St. 

Albertus, Sweetest Heart of Mary, St. Josaphat, St. 

Florian, and Holy Cross P.N.C.C.  Highlights included 

Mass, dinner, the choir at St. Florian, the refreshments at 

Holy Cross, the beautiful amazing architecture of all the 

churches,...and the peaceful and prayer times which 

allowed the pilgrims to reflect on the Easter season. 
(Pilgrims departing from the bus at St. Hyacinth)           

 

 

 

                 W zdrowyn ciele, zdrowy duch 

(Healthy soul in a healthy body) 

 

 
 

 

(Tina Ficht, Dolores Cetlinski, Alex Krinos at dinner) 

                    (one of the beautiful Polish churches on the pilgrimage) 

(Refreshments and snacks at Holy Cross PNCC) 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Amerpol Travel (in Troy, and Hamtramck) recently 
had clothing collection boxes for the A.P.A.A. which 
allowed customers to drop off many boxes and bags 
of clothes, school supplies, and toys. Thank you 
Amerpol Travel!  (picture below) 

Celinaôs Polish Kitchen (Celina Banka) in St. Clair 
Shores thoughtfully offered to sell some of our Polish 
Easter cards and Easter pisanki eggs as a means to 
help the A.P.A.A. raise money for shipping.  
Recently, Celina also has allowed us to have a small 
money donation container where customers can 
donate extra change to the A.P.A.A.  Her customers 
recently donated a total of over $50 to the A.P.A.A.. 
Thank you Celinaôs Polish Kitchen! 
 

At the Our Lady of Czestochowa Church Festival 
(Sterling Heights)June 5&6 the A.P.A.A. had a 
display table.  A.P.A.A. members Michael Ostrowski 
and Kathy Chockley gave information about the 
A.P.A.A. and sold some folk art items to raise money 
for shipping costs.  Thank you to Father Slawek and 
Sister Jadwiga for allowing us to participate in the 
festival. 
 

Local Polonia events...... 
Jun.24(Sun)-National Polish American Sports 
Hall of Fame Annual Induction Banquet. 
A.P.C.C. in Troy. Tel.(313)407-3300. 
Jul.4(Sun)-Polish Sunday. Orchard Lake St. 
Maryôs.  1pm Mass, luncheon, Galeria. 

Jul.9-11(Fri.-Sun.)- Polish Festival at 

American Polish Century Club. Sterling 

Heights. (586)264-7990 
Jul.11(Sun)- St. Albertus Annual picnic after 
11:00 Mass. Detroit (call for RSVP/ details). 
Jul.11(Sun)-Holy Cross PNCC Annual Picnic. 
After 9:00 Mass (Hamtramck) 
Jul.15-18(Thu.-Sun)-Bronson Polish Festival 
Aug.15-16(Sat.-Sun)-Sweetest Heart of Mary 
Pierogi Festival 

Aug.27-29(Fri.-Sun)-Dozynki Festival (Grand 
Rapids) 
Oct.2-3(Sat.-Sun)-St.Hyacinth Banana Festival 
(call church for details) 
 

??? Container #7 to Poland ??? 
We currently have approximately 150 boxes in 

storage at our Hamtramck storage area and at our office in 
Eastpointe.   We initially had hoped to send another 40-foot 
shipping container(costs run about $4000-$4800) to 
Poland this fall after previously sending 6 such containers 
in the past six years. 
          However, it appears the slow economic activity has 
affected our clothing donations and financial donations.  
This in addition to the lack of available volunteers will make 
it difficult to meet this goal. These containers hold 600-700 
boxes, and we are still far below this total necessary to 
make it most cost efficient.  It is possible that we will try to 
send a smaller 20-foot steel container, and it is also 
possible we may have to delay any steel container until 
next year. 

Our next planned shipment destination is a 
Catholic related organization in the southeastern Polish city 
of Przemysl. Our contact person there is Stanislaw 
Szarzynski. 

In addition, we have recently received a couple of 
inquiries from Poland asking for help due to the recent 
flooding in the country.  We will attempt to help as best we 
are able. We will try to accomplish as many of these 
objectives as possible while observing our limited 
resources. 

July 9-11 Polish Festival  
The A.P.A.A. is being allowed to set up a 

table at the American Polish Century Club Annual 
Polish Festival, in Sterling Heights (14 Mile Rd. and 
Maple Lane Rd. area).  Please tell your friends, and 
stop by to visit us. 
 
 

 

 

 



FLOODING in Poland 

 
The A.P.A.A. has recently received a couple 
requests from Poland due to flooding in the area  
We will try to send out special packages to 
specifically help these areas.  Below...is the 
translated copy of a recent e-mail received...  
 

Dear Sirs,  

About us: We are a Catholic Order of Daughters of Charity of St 
Vincent de Paul, Lublin Poland. Our activity concerns children, 
teenagers, their families and adults who need material and moral help 
in Lublin and in regions of poverty in Bialorussia and Ukrain. We 
cooperate with authorities of the local church and the city of Lublin. 
Our goals and activities have an approval of Archbishop Jozef 
Zycinski (the reference letter by Archbishop Józef ?yci?ski can be 
provided upon your request). Our everyday activity : We run day 
rooms for poor children and young, old, lonely and homeless people 
and we teach Religious Instructions in secondary and vocational 
schools. We take care of about 70 children and youths a day, aged 3 - 
18 from 1.00p.m. till 7.00p.m. and about 40 adults a day - the poorest 
people, aged 37 - 80 (elder, lonely, disabled people) from 10.00a.m. 
till 5.00p.m.  

The situation: In the Central District of Lublin and in its region where 
we serve, there are a lot of families suffering from unemployment, 
alcoholism, family violence and helplessness. A large number of 
young people is experiencing unemployment - (13.0%), poverty, 
dysfunction and alcoholism causes. Parents cannot afford to provide 
basic living and educational conditions for their children. The 
dysfunction of families concerns especially lack of fulfilling as basic 
needs as providing them food and physiological needs of children. In 
2007 that there was a need to provide food for 175 720 children from 
the Lublin Province.Now the situation is even more difficult since the 
recent flood destroyed the belongings, rooms for living and jobs of 
many families. The situation is disastrous in every dimension. 
Children, teenagers and their families are with no basic conditions for 
living.  

Plan of our activity extension in the CATASTROPHIC situation:In 
connection with extremely difficult situation described above we have 
worked out a plan of extension of our activities. It aims to fulfill the 
current needs of the poorest victims of disasters:to organize place for 
living ......to provide them basic articles to live as: food, clothes, 
household detergents and basic personal cosmetics....to provide help 
in water purification .......to help the enterprises in agriculture after the 
flood.....to enable continuing the education for children and 
teenagers......to organize summer camps for children and teenagers 
from poor familiesOur request :To fulfill our immediate need we would 
like to ask your institution for financial and material support. If such 
help would be possible please send us a list of formal requirements ( 
printed forms, number of bank account etc. ).We greatly appreciate 
your answer ASAP.God bless,  
 
Mother Superior - s. Zofia Moleda 20-081 LUBLIN, ul. Staszica 16A 
Poland Tel. number: (+48 81) 53 288 40 Mobile: +48 608 773 539E-
mail:szarytki@ nostrada.pl 

More possible flooding assistance.... 
The P.A.C. Federal Credit Union has also  

become aware of the need for assistance in Poland.  
The American Polish Assistance Association is 
currently in contact with this local Polish credit union 
to possibly work together to collect clothes, and 
donations to be sent to flood victims.   
 

Good Ideas from A.P.A.A. members... 
Kathy Chockley has recently suggested 

preparing an APAA flyer or handout specifically for 
garage sales so that any APAA members that visit 
summer garage sales can leave information about 
our organization with the hope that the owners might 
wish to donate some of their belongings. Thank you 
Kathy...we will have it ready soon! 

 

Orchard Lake St. Maryôs  
The A.P.A.A. has tentatively planned to 

conduct another clothing drive with the students 
of Orchard Lake St. Maryôs Prepatory school in 
Orchard Lake, Mi.. 

The high school students have twice 
previously participated in collecting jackets for 
children and teenagers in Poland 

In addition to jackets, we hope to also 
include winter gloves and shoes this year. 

 

St. Isidore Catholic Parish-Macomb 

Township 
This year, the parishoners at St. Isidore, 

as part of their óLenten Giving Treeô program, 
have collected money to be used for two 
specified charities in Poland.  Thank you for your 
great hearts! 
 

Our Volunteers....  

     The volunteers at the A.P.A.A. will never get 
the credit they deserve...but, a great Thank-you 
goes out to so many people that help in different 
ways,...whether great or small...whether 1 day a 
week, or 1 hour a year.  Every little bit of help is 
appreciated by the officers of the A.P.A.A. ..and 
we can also say by the children in Poland. 
 
----------------------------------------------------- 
I  am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do 
everything, but still I can do something; and 
because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse 
to do something that I can do.  

-Helen Keller 
 



          First, we would like to thank those volunteers that continue to come on a regular basis and do the hard work 
at our office. No volunteers receive any payment, and do not even receive re-imbursement for gas mileage to the 
office. In spite of family heartaches, illnesses, work, and personal obligations they continue their efforts to help 
those in need of assistance in Eastern Europe. Some of our regular volunteers include Leonard Motyka, Dolores 
Cetlinski, Tina Ficht, Pat Bargowski, Virginia Mazurek, Fred Schultz, Jerry Sielagoski, Alex Krinos, Kathy 
Chockley, and Michael Ostrowski. (We still need help with part-time volunteers, storage, computer help, 
transportation, 501c-3 application, translations, and advertising)  

           Currently, we continue to collect, sort, and pack boxes of clothes, shoes, toys, hygiene supplies, and school 
supplies. 

Our past shipments have included the areas in Poland near Lublin, Rzeszow, Przemysl, Zamosc, Warsaw 
(Laski), Stalowa Wola, Skopanie Fabrycznie, Ostrowiec Swietokrzyski, and many others (Thank-you letters from 
Poland are available at our office).  We also sent packages of supplies to Lithuania and Ukraine in the past.  
 

A.P.A.A. Gift Shop 

While shopping for gifts please consider the A.P.A.A. as we have a small gift shop loaded with Polish folk items, 

and many other Eastern European countries. We have a small, but beautiful and colorful gift shop.  Some of the 

items include: 
-Polish Amber necklaces, earrings, pendants   
-Polish dolls, men & women in regional dress 
-Slovak, Ukranian  wooden gift boxes, and plates. 
-Polish, Macedonian various folk items 
-Russian Matryuska nesting dolls 
-Polish Carpathian wool blankets 
-Polish Christmas cards (some hand-made!) 
-Polish jams, jellies, candies 
-Polish Boleslawiec pottery 
-Polish Christmas ornaments 
-dolls from numerous countries     
-Wycinanki (colorful paper cut-outs)  
-Polish/Ukrainian cookbooks/recipes 
-Slovak and Polish Crystal 
-Polish embroidered vests & shawls 
-colorful Lowicz table runners 
-Oplatek wafers, Easter pisanki & more! 

 

Our Gift  Shop is open Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00am-

2:00pm (though itôs best to call ahead to make sure we have 

volunteers for the day.). We are located in the Gratiot Office Plaze 

(9 ½ Mile Rd. and Gratiot, at 23801 Gratiot in Roseville.   Phone (586)778-9766    Web site: www. 

apaa.us 
 

   

 


